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AMENDMENTS TO THE SPECIFICATION 

Please amend paragraph [0029] of the specification as follows: 

[0029] Referring to FIG. 8, a suture retriever 400 according to a third alternative 
embodiment of the present invention is shown in perspective view. Suture retriever 400 has a plier- 
like grip that includes a handle 3 10, an actuating mechanism 3 1 5, a shaft 320 and a distal tip 325 
located at the distal end of the suture retriever. Handle 310 is stationary and extends proximally in 
the longitudinal direction of shaft 320. The actuating mechanism 315 is located distally on handle 
3 1 0 and is mechanically connected to the distal tip 325. The handle 3 1 0 and the trigger 3 14 are 
substantially symmetric about a longitudinal axis of the instrument when held in the closed position. 
Opening the trigger 3 1 4 takes it out of axial symmetry with the handle 310. FIG. 8 illustrates 
handle 310 and trigger 314 out of axial symmetry with longitudinal axis 320a. Manipulating trigger 
314 of the actuating mechanism 315 causes hinged jaw 328 of the distal tip 325 to pivotably rotate 
between open and closed positions. A spring arrangement, optionally disposed between the handle 
and the lever, for example, urges the instrument into a normally open position. The suture retriever 
400 is gripped in a user's hand in a manner similar to a pair of pliers. Advantageously, the 
instrument can be held in the user's palm with the distal tip 325 pointing away from the body, or 
reversed in the palm with distal tip 325 pointing toward the body (a "suicide" grip), affording the 
user greater flexibility in certain surgical situations. Moreover, the user can grip the handle and 
trigger in one hand without the need for a finger ring or a thumb ring on the handle of the 
instrument. 
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